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over the elevations of Darjeeling and more particularly over the
line of the Western Ghats in the Deccan, amongst those
wild regions and rock fastnesses where the first Mahrattas
built their fortresses, the annual fall of rain has sometimes
been known to exceed 500 inches. In Central India, where there
is scarcely any severe hot season, the fall of rain though not nearly
so much, is still considerable. The effects of these rains are seen
in the wild luxuriance of the vegetation which covers these hills
in several localities, in other parts in their tendency to denude the
rock of its associated clay, to bring down boulders and debris, to
sweep down fragments of rock into the streams below, to dam
hill torrents and to form natural lakes until the rock barrier has
been swept away, to convert solid strata into a loose detritus,
partly argillaceous and partly arenaceous, and to produce those
inequalities and alterations in outline of surface and escarpment
which lend so much picturesqueness to hill and river scenery in
India,

The escarpments of these hills are as strongly marked as that
of the Vyndhyan table land on the North of the Nerbudda. In
^Geographical features they are alike. In general lithological
characters they present the same features. In outline they shew
the same bluff headlands, the same steep cliffs: the same sub-
lying undercliffs. Where the rivers descend they sometimes as
in the case of the Tons tumble over the edges of the plateaux
in a succession of low falls; or else flow between parallel gorges,
and over gentle slopes.

Towards the Puchmurries these ranges become more irregular
in outline, and present to the view, instead of a single continuous
chain, several detached groups. Those who have visited these
hills have remarked the beauty of the groves, the richness of the
scenery and the park-like appearance which some of their more
wooded plains present. Indeed, there is much that is pictures-
que about these hills. It is here that the Mahadeo hills pre-
sent those irregularities of outline and contoxir which lend to
them an appearance of wild and abrupt grandeur. It is
amongst the Puchmurri groups that those steep sides, promi-*
nent peaks, abrupt falls and strongly marked contours are seen
to most advantage. Situated as they are amongst the wildest
parts of the Mahadeos, they attain a height of more than 4,800
feet above the sea level, and exhibit a succession of extensive
plateaux admirably adapted for the site of a future station, the
seat of the local Government of these Territories. Those who
would look for abrupt and wild scenery among the Highlands
of Central India, will find it amongst these localities. Situated
amongst wild and dense jungles, there have not been many who